About iNaturalist 
iNaturalist is a community database used for recording occurrence data of living organisms, and it also has a species identification function based on photos (https://www.inaturalist.org). 
As part of the field practice, there will be a group project in the second half of the week. The task is for groups of 3-4 people to identify and document as many species as possible in an examined area. 
The documentation will be done using the iNaturalist app, which allows observations to be recorded with coordinates and exact time. The app also provides suggestions for identification, which can be taken into account. In total, 20% of the points collected during the project work will count towards the grade. 
We ask that by next Monday, participants in the field practice install the iNaturalist app on their phones and register an account on the inaturalist.org website. On Monday and Tuesday, we will practice using the app, and on Wednesday or Thursday (depending on the weather), the task will be carried out in the field. The completed observations will later need to be added to a project: Biology BSc Debrecen Field Practical 2026 (https://www.inaturalist.org/projects/biology-bsc-debrecen-field-practical-2026). 
Procedure for recording biotic data: 
1. Create a new record in the iNaturalist app (green +), take a photo / record sound. 
2. Take a photo of the object / record its sound in the app (images uploaded from the gallery will not have proper coordinates, and they will not be accepted!). 
3. Select the species you believe it is. The app will suggest species based on image recognition, and these suggestions can be accepted or overridden. Internet access is required for image recognition, but if the records are saved in the app, this feature can still be used later. After returning from the field practice, there will be an additional two hours to improve the identification, so even those without internet access can use this function once they return. There will be some organisms that cannot be identified to the species level just by looking, in which case we will accept the genus name. 
4. Add the record to the project (Biology BSc Debrecen Field Practical 2026, only available on the field practice day!). Provide your group’s unique ID (Student Group ID, otherwise the record will be lost). 
Two hours after returning, the option to save records will close. The completed records will be verified by experts, and only correct identifications will be accepted. 
At the end of the practice, we will count how many distinct species were found in total in the area, and the scoring will be based on how well the group identified the species in the area (normalized by group size). 
Score = min( (group species count / group size) * multiplier2026, 30), 
which means that to achieve the maximum score, each participant must correctly identify approximately 30 distinct species, but the exact value depends on the number of species found in the area under the given weather conditions, which is regulated by the multiplier2026 parameter (the value of which will be determined after the practice ends). 
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